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Scripture Text:  Micah 6:1-8; Matthew 5:1-20 
  
 
 
What Does Justice Look Like? 
 
Justice…  It is one of those ubiquitous words were hear about and see in print more and more 
each day.  Whether it is one of the seemingly endless TV shows about the American Justice 
System – the never ending permutations of the Law and Order shows, the reality shows about 
the Maine Fish and Game Service, the Texas Rangers, the Revenue Agents who patrol the Ozark 
Mountains, the sheriff’s deputies who work inside the notorious California Prison system – or 
whether it is yet another news story about one group or another seeking justice for some alleged 
or real harmful action there is no end to the air time given to justice.   
 
And we here in the church at large are not immune to such discussions.  Churches who seek to 
leave this or other denominations seek just solutions to the dispute about who gets to keep the 
assets of a particular church; interest groups in this and other denominations present papers, 
arguments and all types of media promoting one or another solution to the rampant injustice that 
is seen, felt and heard by one group or another and denominations themselves spend endless 
amounts of time, energy and resources in fighting the unjust allegations they perceive to be 
hurled their way from one front or another about all sorts of issues both secular and religious.   
 
And each and every group, individual or denomination certainly has good reason to pursue such 
agendas because, like all human inspired and human populated institutions in this world, there 
are many times when we as a corporate people of faith act counter to what is just  and good and 
true.  But the problem is, that while we might often act in such ways or while we might act to 
counter such behavior, we often do so from a narrow and skewed perspective that does not 
include honest and open conversation about how God calls us all to understand and respond to 
the justice that God desires, that God inspires and that God empowers us each to respond to and 
live into each and every day of our lives. 
 
Today, we have two different texts from two different perspectives that proclaim a similar 
message.  From the Hebrew texts we hear the words of the Prophet Micah as he lays out, on 
God’s behalf, a legal argument against the ruling elite of his time for their rampant abuse of their 
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power at the expense of those with little or no power; and from the gospel of Matthew we here a 
portion of the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus is heard to speak a series of blessings upon 
those who act in ways that are consistent with the desires of God for how God’s people are to act 
toward one another as laid out for God’s people in the language of the covenant that God has 
between God and God’s people.  And while they might be from different contexts uttered to 
different audiences at very different times, they, none the less, provide to us all a consistent 
message about what justice, God’s justice looks like. 
 
Little is known about the prophet Micah other than that he most likely lived somewhere between 
750 and 680 B.C. E. or before the Common Era, that he seems to have come from a little village 
Southwest of Judah’s capital city, Jerusalem, called Moresheth, and that his name is literally the 
question, “Who is like Yahweh?” whose only answer is, “No one, of course!”  But what we do 
know is that Micah was a fervent and powerful voice for a God whose favor is not for the rich 
and powerful who use their power only to gain more fortune and influence through the careless 
and merciless exploitation of their world and those who are less powerful than themselves but 
rather whose favor and concern are for those who have little ability to defend themselves.   
 
And while it is certainly not the most extensive book of prophesy in the Bible, Micah does 
contain within it some of the most well known portions of prophesy that we have.  For who in 
this place, whether or not they could state where in the Biblical text it came from, could not 
quote, “do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God?”  But for all of its familiarity, I 
wonder how much we really want to fully engage with this simple yet life changing and earth 
shattering command.  For unlike our modern understanding of justice, which seems more often 
to describe a system of rules that insist on a particular behavior so that one can avoid some 
consequence, justice in this ancient prophetic context has more to do with living in a particular 
way not to avoid negative consequences but to encourage positive relations between one another 
that are modeled upon the relationship that God has with each one of us. 
 
The two key words in Micah’s proclamation, justice and mercy, are the Hebrew words, Mishpat 
and Chesed, which include in their meanings the active and positive engagement with another 
person where the focus is on the welfare and health of the other person alone with little or no 
concern about one’s own ego, one’s own compensation, or one’s own status.  In other words to 
do justice and to love mercy, or as it may also be translated to love goodness, is to actively seek 
out the best for the other. It is to place their welfare above your own and it is to especially 
concern one’s self with the well being of those who are least able to care for themselves, least 
able protect themselves, and least able to live on their own freely with dignity and honor.  
 
And with that in mind, we then hear the words of Jesus who proclaims God’s blessing upon 
those who actively engage in Mishpat and Chesed, Justice and goodness, who through their 
actions seek to comfort those who mourn, seek to bring peace into war torn settings, who seek to 
not exalt themselves but who are unassuming workers of good.  We hear Jesus proclaim to those 
who are nearest to him that these actions are what justice is, these actions are how mercy and 
goodness are embodied in the world and that through such behavior the disciples of Jesus, and 
we right here and now as the theological descendents of those disciples, become the salt of the 
world that brings the spice of God’s love to life in every action and that we are the light that 
shines out into the darkest corners of the world to bear witness to a different way of living, a 
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different way of relating to one another and a different understanding of justice that does not start 
with what we can personally gain but with how we can personally give to others the love and 
dignity they deserve.  
 
And that is what justice looks like.   
 
Not some esoteric definition that we can argue about but active participation in the grace of our 
Lord Jesus the Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  Justice is what we 
are called to do, what we are called to be.  Justice is living out our calls to ministry each and 
every day mirroring for the world the graciousness that God has gifted each one of us with. 
 
So friends be active in ministry for and with others because when we do, we do justice, we love 
goodness and we can do nothing less than modestly walk with God who is the author of all , the 
lover of all , the protector of all. 
 
  
       
 
 
Amen. 
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