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Sermon for January 26, 2014   
 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A 

Scripture Text:  Matthew 4:12-25 
  
 
 
Following Jesus in Ordinary Time 
 
Today’s text is Matthew’s accounting of the call of the disciples.  It is a spare and compact 
telling of how several common folk came to be followers of this itinerant preacher who was 
moving about the area of Judah and Galilee proclaiming the Good News of the coming of the 
reign of God and calling all who would listen to turn their lives around and re-orient themselves 
toward a life that included God.   Unlike the telling of this event in the Gospel of Luke there are 
no miracles attached to the call of the disciples that assist in helping them to make up their minds 
to follow Jesus and unlike the Gospel of John, Jesus is the primary actor in this telling by directly 
addressing specific persons and almost commanding them to follow; for we see in this telling, in 
the Gospel of Matthew,  Jesus approaching first Simon and Andrew as they are about their 
chosen profession of fishing and then James and John and simply declaring, “Follow me.”  And 
their response is to simply drop what they are doing and follow Jesus. 
 
It seems too good to be true, from an everyday human point of view.  Jesus wanders along the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee and comes upon a couple of fishermen who are casting their nets into 
the sea and says follow me and they do and then a little while later with Simon and Andrew in 
tow he comes upon James and John sitting in their boats with their father mending nets and says 
the same thing and they respond in the same way abandoning their father and their lively hood to 
follow this man named Jesus.  The writer of this gospel doesn’t even give us any help by having 
Jesus perform some miracle or telling us that Simon, Andrew, James and John had been present 
to witness Jesus’ baptism or to hear John the Baptizer declare that God’s Kingdom was at hand.  
All we get is that on an ordinary day Jesus comes up to four ordinary men with an extraordinary 
command to drop what they are doing and follow him.  And they do! 
 
And now, with the distance of time and space separating us from that day, we are left right here 
and now with the task of trying to extract some meaningful understanding from this short telling 
of the call of the disciples.  
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It is no accident that we come to this text on the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, for that timing 
in and of itself says a great deal about what we are called to understand about this portion of the 
Gospel of Matthew and given that how we are called to respond to our own calls to discipleship 
as well. 
 
In the course of the liturgical year, one will find that there are several significant times that 
occur.  Starting at the beginning of the liturgical calendar, the first significant time we encounter 
is the season of Advent which is then followed by Christmastide.  Later in the year we encounter 
the season of Lent which prepares us for Eastertide and the day of Pentecost.  But, for the rest of 
the year, thirty three weeks to be exact, we live in that in between time called Ordinary or 
Common Time where we are neither preparing for or in the midst of a festival season or day.  
Thirty three weeks out of fifty two, almost two-thirds of the liturgical year is spent in Ordinary 
Time. 
 
Now the word ordinary in this context comes from “Ordinal” or to count and is a helpful device 
for all who follow the liturgical calendar, because it helps us all to count the Sundays that are not 
in Lent, or Advent, or Christmas, or Easter and it helps us to find our place in the midst of the 
times that are not focused specifically upon preparing for either the birth, death or resurrection of 
Jesus but have their focus on the ministry of Jesus in between these particular events. 
 
Four men are going about their lives; doing all of the ordinary things that they need to do to 
make a living for themselves and their families.  And in the midst of the ordinary events of their 
day, they come face to face with an irresistible call to follow Jesus into a ministry that is far from 
clear and they do the only thing they can do; they respond by turning toward Jesus and following 
him wherever he might lead. 
 
As we follow the story of Jesus and the disciples in the Gospel of Matthew we find that the 
disciples are far from fully changed because of their response on that day by the Sea of Galilee.  
They become confused often about what is happening to and around them; they jockey for what 
is perceived to be the place of privilege and power in their small group; they run away in fear; 
and they rise to the occasion with moments of stunning theological clarity.   They are taught and 
counseled on what it means to be a disciple and in it all they are constantly called to do what they 
were first commanded to do on that day by the Sea of Galilee by over and over again being 
called to follow Jesus.  And the vast majority of this Gospel focuses the ordinary days and 
ordinary lives of those who come to hear what Jesus has to say.   
 
And it is in that reality that we come face to face with what this text is about for us.  Ordinary 
days are filled with all sorts of tasks and distractions for us.  We like the disciples have jobs to 
do, families to feed and care for, lives to live, appointments to keep, bills to pay, and on and on 
and on.  And in the midst of all that fills our lives there is a call to follow Jesus.  But that call, 
that was so clear and irresistible on Christmas Eve or on Easter Sunday, is at risk of being 
swallowed up by all of the tasks and demands upon our time that come in the everyday moment 
of our lives.  And in that we find as did the disciples that following Jesus during the daily 
ordinariness of our lives is where the real work of ministry begins.  Because our call to follow 
does not go away simply because our calendars are full or the timing is not as convenient as it 
could be.  Rather our call to follow demands that it be heard first and responded to first. 
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So here we stand in between Christmas and Lent counting the Sundays to the next significant 
liturgical season trying to live with and live into a call to follow that seems to demand all of our 
attention and we wonder how are we to live up to such a demand.  Our lives and the times we 
live in are far more complicated and complex than the time of Jesus so how can we be expected 
to drop everything for the sake of our faith and follow Jesus? 
 
For me the answer comes in the fact that Jesus was present with and for the disciples.  Whether it 
was on a mountain top in the midst of a terrifying fog, on a small boat in the middle of a storm, 
or surrounded by thousands of hungry people Jesus was with the disciples.  While we do not 
have the privilege of Jesus physically present we are none the less companioned by God through 
him even in the middle of the most mundane parts of our lives.  So while we are each called to 
make following Jesus the priority of our lives we are also promised that we will be companioned 
all along the way as we attempt to do so.   
 
This story of the call of the disciples in the midst of their everyday lives is important because it 
offers to us a glimpse into the lives of some very ordinary people who were able to both make 
such a response to an extraordinary call and to falter at living up to how they had responded.  But 
in it all through all that happened they were never abandoned to figure it out for themselves.  
Throughout it all God through Christ was present with them reminding them of their response 
and continuing to call them to a greater understanding of their response.  And so it is for us.  In 
the midst of the everyday events of our lives God continues to come to us through Christ and 
continues to call to each of us to follow Jesus.  Our task is to notice that we are being called and 
respond with God’s help so that even in Ordinary Time we will continue to seek and follow 
Christ. 
 
 
 
Amen. 
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