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Sermon for January 19, 2014 
 

 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A 

Scripture Text:  John 1:19-42 
  
 
 
To Whom Are You Related? 
 
Who are you?   
 
It is one of the most fundamental questions we can ask ourselves or others as we seek to 
understand our own lives a little better and as we seek to understand those whom we come into 
contact with on a daily basis.   
 
Who are you? 
 
Such a simple question and yet one that can be answered in so many different ways it almost 
defies the imagination.   
 
Who are you? 
 
One could answer with a description of what one does.  I am a pastor; I am a teacher; I am a 
preacher; I am one who studies ancient Biblical texts in search of meaning for myself and others 
in this day and age. 
 
Or, one could answer it in terms of what one’s hobbies are: I like to build things; I like to work 
with all sorts of hand and power tools (or toys as my wife will often call them) in the pursuit of 
putting something together – a garden shed, a fence in the yard, shelves in the basement, and so 
on. 
 
Or, one could answer by describing what one believes:  I am a Christian, I believe that God loves 
me and all people so much so that God physically shared that all encompassing love through the 
person and ministry of Jesus the Christ, I believe that all people are saved, no exceptions, and 
that my task as a Christian, is to share that news with all. 
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Or, one could answer that question by talking about who one is related to and how.  I am the son 
of David and Marcia Notley, the brother of Timothy and David Notley, the spouse of Katherine 
Johnston Notley, the uncle of Daniel Notley, and Cameron and Celia Johnston, and so on and so 
on.  I am a child of God and a beloved member of the holy family of God.   
 
And of all the myriad of ways that one might answer this question, the most provoking to me and 
the one that the writer of the Gospel of John illuminates over and over again in this and all 
portions of this gospel is this very type of response that reflects on our personal and corporate 
identity through the relationships that we value.  And it all comes down to a single word that is 
repeated multiple times within the Gospel and yet is translated from the Greek to the English in a 
variety of ways.  And that word is Meno which literally means to stay or reside with but also 
carries the deep and theological meaning of to be in relationship with. 
 
Now it might seem a bit presumptuous to base and entire sermon on a single word, but over the 
years, I have come to understand that in every gospel and more so in the Gospel of John often 
than in others, it is the single, simple and often passed over words that carry not only clues about 
the intent of the Gospel writer but also significant clues about how we, who are so far removed 
from the writing of the gospel account much less the events being written about, might find 
meaning about how we are being invited, even over the great expanse of time, to respond to the 
call to follow this one we claim as Savior and Lord and ourselves become witnesses to the love 
of God in our own time and place. 
 
In the Gospel of John, we encounter this word Meno, to stay or reside with, for the first time in 
the very first sentence of what is called the prologue to this Gospel – the first five verses.  “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with (Meno) God and the Word was God.”   And 
while this is certainly an accurate translation of the literal Greek the theological meaning that the 
writer of this gospel intends is far richer than simply the message that God and Jesus, the Word, 
were together from before the dawn of creation.  In attempting to get at these theological 
nuances, scholars have translated this phrase, “was with God,” to include such meanings as, “and 
the Word resided with God, or and the Word was inclined toward or reclined against God, or and 
the Word was in divine and intimate relationship with God.  In other words, in attempting to get 
at the deeper meanings of this seemingly simple phrase, and thus to understand just a bit better 
the desire of the writer of this gospel to share a rich and varied mosaic of who Jesus was and thus 
who we are called to be, these alternate translations are offered as ways to unpack and grab onto 
the multiple meanings of this word as it is used in the context of this Gospel. 
 
Now we have labored through a portion of this gospel that was not even read this morning all for 
the purpose of looking now at that very same Greek word, Meno, as it is used in the context of 
today’s scripture reading.  Almost two-thirds of the way through today’s reading we encounter a 
scene where John the Baptizer, standing with several of his own disciples, sees Jesus passing by 
and proclaims for any who will listen, “Here is the lamb of God!”  This proclamation spurs the 
disciples of John to follow after Jesus who stops and turns to them and asks, “What are you 
looking for?” to which they reply, “Where are your staying?” and Jesus responds, “Come and 
See.”    
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On the surface the Biblical Greek is again accurately translated, but as we dig into this short 
exchange we find a series of questions and answers that have even more significance than is at 
first apparent.  Starting with Jesus’ first question, “What are you looking for?” we find that it 
may also be accurately translated as, “Who are you looking for or whom do you seek?”   In 
melding these two questions into a single interchangeable question the writer of this Gospel boils 
down the essence of this entire gospel into a single utterance from Jesus.  What and who become 
the very same object being sought and that object is nothing less than the Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Christ.   
 
But, if that is the case the response of the disciples seems quite odd indeed, “Where are you 
staying? Or where do you reside?” Odd, that is, until one remembers the first usage of this word 
Meno in describing the relationship that exists between God and Messiah, the Word, from before 
the dawn of time.  While it may be the case that one of the things the disciples were interested in 
was where Jesus was physically staying so that they could determine whether there was going to 
be enough room for them to be with Jesus for any length of time, I think the far more pressing 
question for them, as it was for the first hearers of this gospel and for us right here and now is, 
with whom do you reside? Or put another way who are you related to? Or to put it still another 
way, what is your relationship to God that John the Baptizer would proclaim you the Lamb of 
God?   
 
Who are you?  Who are you related to? And who are we in relation to you?  All of those 
questions, while not uttered out loud by the disciples of John the Baptizer in the narrative of this 
gospel are none the less what is behind that simple question the ask about where Jesus will 
eventually lay down to rest that night.  Which is why Jesus responds as he does, “Come and 
See.” Because to respond as he did is to offer the invitation to participate in discovering who 
Jesus is, and therefore how he is related to God and how then they are related to Jesus and God 
themselves 
 
You see it would have been rather easy for Jesus to simply state, “I am the Divine Son of God 
who has come to proclaim the Good News of God’s love for all.”  and leave it at that.  But how 
much more enriching was it for the disciples to actually journey along with Jesus and experience 
for themselves the revelation of the divine relationship between God and Christ and in that 
revelation to begin to understand that they too were related not only to God through Christ but to 
one another as well?   
 
And that is the message for us right here and now as well.  We too, in our day and age, are faced 
with discovering who Jesus is, what his relationship to God is and who we are in relation to God 
and Christ.  And we too are invited into a life of discovery with the very same response, “Come 
and see.”  For just like those disciples of old we are invited not into an academic discussion 
about theological principles but into a way of life where who Jesus is emerges with every step 
we take.   
 
Friends, the simple reality is that we have been invited into a life of discovery where we will be 
given the opportunity to understand what it means to be related to God through Christ by 
watching how Christ, who is related to God, who resides with God and who is ever reclined 
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against God, lives out that relationship in every interaction he has and then by doing the very 
same thing ourselves. 
Who are you? 
 
You are God’s beloved child so come and see what that means right here and now and in every 
moment of your life. 
  
 
 
Amen. 
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