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Sermon for February 24, 2013 
 

 2nd Sunday in Lent 
Year C 

Scripture Text:  Philippians 3:1-4:1 
  
 
 
What we Already Are:  What we are Called to Be 
 
The season of Lent is a strange and sometimes difficult time for those of us who express our faith 
through the lens of the Reformed Tradition.  Over and over again we are taught that it is through 
the grace of God that we are saved and it is not through any particular action or merit on our part 
that we have been given this gracious gift; and over and over again we are called upon to take 
notice of God’s graciousness and then with all of the gusto and passion that our reformed faith 
will allow us celebrate and praise God for God’s love, God’s care and most importantly God’s 
presence in our very lives as witnessed to us in the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus 
the Christ. 
 
But then, forty days, excluding Sundays of course, before the Celebration of Jesus’ resurrection 
from the dead we are called together in solemn worship and encouraged to take up a Lenten 
discipline of prayer and fasting or contemplation and repentance and we signify our willingness 
to do so with the wearing of ashes on our foreheads and our quiet reverence in how we conduct 
ourselves over the course of this Lenten season. 
 
So when we finally seem to get a handle on all of this; when we come to terms with the idea of 
possibly forgoing something during this season as a symbol of our fast and as we vow to make 
room in our lives, at least in the short term, for opportunities for a more contemplative life of 
prayer and the reading of scripture, we come face to face with today’s text that starts out, not on 
any somber note but, with Paul’s exhortation to rejoice in the Lord and then continues with a 
series of warnings and then with images of Paul single mindedly lunging forward toward the 
prize of God’s call in Jesus the Christ, we begin to wonder what happened to the Lenten fast?  
What happened to the idea of somber contemplation and thoughtful repentance?  What happened 
to the call for us to exercise self deprecation and self restraint?   To which Paul responds – 
making this confusing and challenging situation evermore confusing and challenging – “Why 
nothing at all.”   And we here and now are left confused, confounded and wandering around 
wondering what to do next. 
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Well friends, as dark and confusing as it seems, the answer to this challenge is not all that 
difficult and as counter intuitive as it seems, Paul’s exhortation to rejoice in the midst of our 
Lenten journey is not as odd as it might seem on the surface. 
 
You see what Paul is doing in this short letter to the communities of faith in Philippi is to remind 
them of what they already are and to encourage them to respond to what they are called to be.  
Over and over in this letter Paul reminds these people of faith that they are exactly that, people of 
faith.  They are part of God’s family named and claimed by none other than God as it has been 
witnessed to them in the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ and as they 
have been enlivened by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.   
 
In other words, Paul is proclaiming to this particular group of Christ followers and to us right 
here and now that they – and we – are saved!  Not through any action on their or our part but 
through the unending graciousness of God.  They and we are part of God’s chosen people, they 
and we are the redeemed, they and we are part of the household of God, the Body of Christ, the 
one holy church of God whose head and founder is none other than Jesus the Christ the one who 
was crucified, the one who humbled himself for the sake of all humanity and the one whose 
name is now above every other name in all of creation our savior, our Lord, our redeemer.   
 
What are we?  Paul proclaims to the Philippians, to us and to all, that we are among the elect, we 
are among those who are saved, we are among the chosen people.  Therefore we are called to 
rejoice in the Lord!  Nothing more and nothing less because it is God’s doing, it is God’s 
graciousness, and it is God’s love that has accomplished it all through God’s son our savior Jesus 
the Christ. 
 
But, for Paul rejoicing in the Lord is far more nuanced and far more complete than simply raising 
our voices and hands and proclaiming over and over that our God is an awesome God.  Rather 
what Paul means by rejoicing in the Lord, while it does include songs of praise and physical 
celebration, includes all of the activity we do on a daily basis that witnesses to the reality of 
God’s presence in our lives; all of the acts of charity and kindness, all of the decisions to make 
room in our lives for noticing God’s presence by ridding ourselves of unneeded clutter and 
unhelpful habits, all of the choices we make to simplify our lives, our diets, and our minds as 
well as all of the actions we take to gather with others in communion and community, all of the 
times of fellowship at table or around the hearth,  all that we do, all that we say, all that we enact 
in our lives.   
 
So complete is the list for Paul and for us of what it means to rejoice in the Lord that what there 
is no room for is any sort of rejoicing that makes us the focus of our praise.  Not because our 
personal accomplishments are bad or embarrassing, not because we are forbidden from ever 
giving thanks for the skills and gifts that any one person has and uses, but because everything we 
are, everything we do, everything we accomplish – all of the gifts and skills are nothing less than 
pointers to the one who is the author and giver of all.   
 
You see what Paul was communicating to the Philippians and what he is communicating to us in 
this day and age is that as we focus more and more on the call of God in Christ Jesus we begin 
understand not only who we already are but what we are now called to be.  And what we are 
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called to be is responsive to God through Christ Jesus for all that we are, all that we have and all 
that we are still yet to become.   
 
Friends our Lenten task is not to see who can give up the most for the longest so as to win the 
title of best suffering Christian for Lent 2013 rather our Lenten task is to rejoice in the Lord by 
taking notice of God’s presence in our lives, by marveling at the grace of God shown to us and to 
all through the humble compassion of Jesus the Christ, and by moving step by step and hand in 
hand with one another toward a more open, full and unwavering awareness of God’s love for us 
all and an unflinching life of proclamation of that reality. 
 
Amen. 
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