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Sermon for February 10, 2013 
 

 Transfiguration Sunday 
Year C 

Scripture Text:  Luke 9:23-43 
  
 
 
Missing the Point? 
 
Today’s text is one of those Scripture Lessons that is often difficult to understand and even more 
difficult to explain; for at its core trying to put into words that which is mysterious is difficult at 
best and often outright impossible.  And yet we are challenged today to at least attempt to find 
meaning in this story about the transfiguration and to then ponder how this story might impact 
our faith and action.   
 
In today’s reading we enter into a conversation that has already begun between Jesus and the 
twelve disciples.  At the beginning of chapter nine, Jesus calls the twelve together and gives to 
them “power and authority over all demons and [the ability] to cure diseases” (Luke 9:1) and 
then sends them out in to the surrounding communities to proclaim the gospel and minister to 
those in need.  They do so with some amount of success before gathering back together to share 
with Jesus and each other all that had happened to them while they were apart.    
 
During their time together in “debriefing” they are joined by a large crowd to whom Jesus 
preaches, teaches and heals those in need of healing.  But, as daylight fades the disciples urge 
Jesus to send them away so that they might feed themselves only to have Jesus respond that they, 
the disciples, should feed them instead.  This leads to the writer of Luke’s telling of the feeding 
of the multitudes with only five loaves of bread and a couple of fish. 
 
The narrative then returns to just Jesus and the disciples in conversation with Jesus asking the 
disciples about his identity and him telling them about what it means to be called Messiah; that 
he would be rejected, made to suffer at the hands of others and then killed only to be raised from 
the dead after three days.  And this then is immediately followed by today’s lesson in which 
Jesus proclaims to the disciples that if they really want to be disciples – followers of Messiah – 
they too must accept that suffering and service are what is expected instead of glory and prestige.    
 
Now it is important that we hold all of this in our minds while we explore today’s text because 
what the disciples have experienced and what Jesus has taught them about what it means to be 
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Messiah become the foundation and framework for both their and our understanding of what this 
story about the transfiguration is all about. 
 
Clearly the transfiguration is a mystical and mysterious event.  In the midst of prayer on a 
mountain top Jesus’ face is changed and his clothes become dazzling white.  He is then joined by 
Elijah and Moses and is seen by those who are with him to be deep in conversation with these 
two giants of the faith; that is until they exit the area leaving Jesus and the disciples alone on the 
mountaintop.  Peter speaking for all the disciples gathered there suggests that they enshrine this 
event by making three booths so that they can remain on the mountaintop in the glory of this 
event.  But the voice of God calls out of a cloud that has fallen over them and commands them to 
listen to Jesus because he is God’s beloved and Chosen son.  After regaining some composure, 
the disciples notice that Jesus is not staying in this sacred place but is moving down the mountain 
where he and they encounter the remaining disciples who have failed at healing a desperately ill 
boy.  Jesus heals the boy to the amazement of all the gathered people and as the text says gives 
him back to his father healed and whole.  
 
And we like the disciples are left with the task of making sense of this grand narrative and 
attempting to understand what we are called to learn from this story and how we are called to 
respond. 
 
Now while there is much that can be said and has been said about what the transfiguration means 
about Jesus and what we are called to learn about Jesus from this narrative – for it is this story 
which acts for the gospel writers of Mathew, Mark and Luke as a confirmation of Jesus’ divinity 
and intimate connection to God – a critical piece for us to grasp onto and the issue before the 
disciples in this telling of this mysterious event is to consider how our perspective of who Jesus 
is, what it means to be Messiah, and what then it means to be a disciple of Messiah is called to 
radically change as we continue to journey along with this Messiah in a life of faith and ministry.  
By this I mean that the importance of the transfiguration is not so much focused on how it 
changes Jesus but rather on how we and our understanding of Jesus is changed.   
 
You see the common thread that runs through that which came before today’s text and today’s 
text is the understanding that Messiah is not a prestige title that grants to those of us who are 
followers of Messiah some set of perks and privileges that we can use to make our lives better – 
some bank of frequent flier miles that we can tap into to get better seats, better food or reduced 
baggage fees – rather Messiah is a title that involves service and suffering so being a follower of 
Messiah means the same as well.  But it is a thread that the disciples could not see. 
 
Over and over again Jesus calls upon the disciples to engage in ministry and to do so trusting that 
they will be given what they need not by any privilege that is theirs to claim but by God who will 
be present with them and will be made known to others through them when they spend their time 
and energy pointing toward God and ministering to others in the name of God rather than trying 
to build up their own prestige.   
 
So the purpose of the mountaintop experience was not for them to be able to revel in the 
greatness of the event but, with a renewed sense of their calling to move away from the mountain 
and down into the valley where ministry is awaiting them.  And that is why God’s voice 
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commands them to listen to Jesus.  It is as if God is saying, “Disciples, you are missing the point.  
This is not about glory, it is not about power, and it is not about prestige.  It is and always has 
been about service, care, and lifting up for all the message of God’s love, the good news.” 
 
You see the point of this all is that we are all called into ministry for and with Jesus the Christ.  It 
is a life whose focus is on others and how we might through everything we do lift up for others 
the good news of the gospel which proclaims that all are part of God’s family and none are to be 
excluded.  And it is a life that demands a choice of whether we will live for God or for ourselves 
alone.    
 
Friends, the story of the transfiguration of Jesus brings us to a mountaintop where we witness a 
mysterious event and then calls us into the valley where we might live out what we proclaim in 
our daily lives.  May we as we continue to ponder the mysteries of God’s love take notice of how 
we are being changed by that love and how we are being called to witness to God’s love as it has 
been witnessed to us in the life, ministry, transfiguration, death and resurrection of Jesus the 
Christ. 
 
 
Amen. 
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