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Ash Wednesday   
 
Prelude                                             Medley of Hymns                                arr. John Black        

 

Introit                                   O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go                         John Black 

 

Call to Worship  

Leader: Let us worship God.  God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world, 

but that the world might be saved through him. 

People: God's love endures forever.  
Leader: God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not 

fear though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of 

the sea; though the waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its 

tumult. 

People: God's love endures forever.  
Leader: God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through him. 

People: God's love endures forever. 

Leader: Let us pray. 

All: Almighty God, you despise nothing you have made and you forgive the sins 

of all who are penitent.  Create in us new and contrite hearts, that truly 

repenting of our sins, and acknowledging our brokenness, we may obtain 

from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

*Hymn  Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days 81  

 

Scripture Lesson Isaiah 58:1-12              

 II Corinthians 5:20 – 6:10 

 

Meditation      Ingenious Contrivances for Avoiding God Altogether Patrick Notley 

 

Anthem                                          Change My Heart, O God                       Chancel Choir 

 

Invitation to the Observance of the Lenten Discipline 

 

Litany of Penitence  Excerpts from Psalm 51 

 



Leader:  And the Psalmist said: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-

kindness; because of your great mercy wipe away my sins.  

People:   Wash away all my evil and make me clean from my sin.  For I see my 

faults, and my sin is ever before me. 

Leader:  I have sinned against you and done what is evil in your sight. And so you are 

right in judging me; you are justified in condemning me. Sincerity and truth are 

what you desire; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 

People: Remove my sin, and I shall be pure; wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 

Close your eyes to my sins and wipe out all my evil. Create in me a clean 

heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.   

Leader: Send me not away and take not your holy Spirit from me.  Give me the joy of 

your saving help and make me willing to obey you. I shall teach your ways to 

the wicked, and sinners shall return to you.   Open my lips, O Lord, and my 

mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

People: You do not want sacrifices such as burnt offerings.  The sacrifice 

acceptable to you, O God, is a troubled spirit. You will not reject a humble 

and repentant heart.  

Leader:  And the people of God say: 

People: Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and to the 

whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by 

our own fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by 

what we have left undone. 

Leader: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  We have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not forgiven others as we have 

been forgiven. 

People: Have mercy on us, O God, and create in us clean hearts. 

Leader: When we deny your presence in our busy days - 

People: Create in us clean hearts, O God. 

Leader: When we judge others before looking at ourselves - 

People: Create in us clean hearts, O God. 

Leader: When we give in to the lure of worldly goods and comforts - 

People: Create in us clean hearts, O God. 

Leader: When we separate ourselves from our neighbors and their needs - 

People: Create in us clean hearts, O God. 

Leader: When we care more about going to church than about truly being Christ’s 

Church - 

People: Create in us clean hearts, O God. 

Leader: Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done.  Have mercy on 

us, according to your loving-kindness.   

People: Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Lord's Table 

 

Hymn (seated) Lord, We Have Come at Your Invitation 516  

 



 

Leader: Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.  May these 

ashes be for us a sign of our mortality and penitence, and a reminder that only 

by your gracious gift are we given everlasting life.  Pour out your Holy Spirit 

upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break 

and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 

Keep our eyes fixed on Jesus Christ until this mortal life is ended, and all that is 

earthly returns to dust.  Give us strength to serve you faithfully until the 

promised day of resurrection, when, with the redeemed of all the ages, we will 

feast with you at your table in glory.  Through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

 

All:         Amen.  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread & Pouring of the Cup 

Imposition of Ashes & Communion of the People 

 [Communion will be received by intinction.] 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

*Hymn My Faith Looks up to Thee 383  

 

*Blessing and Charge 

 

*Postlude                                          Prelude in e minor                                        J.S. Bach 

 


