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Sermon for August 26, 2012 
 

 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year B 

Scripture Text:  Ephesians 6:10-20 
  
 
 
God’s Armor 
 
The text we have before us this morning is, in my opinion, one of the most misused portions of 
the entire Bible.  So for that reason alone it is worth pausing for a short while to consider this 
text and what it had to say to the first hearers of this letter and to us right here and now. 
 
Over the course of the many years and centuries that separate us from the first hearers of this 
letter there has developed a history of interpretation of this portion of Ephesians that has been 
used to promote and legitimize all sorts of terrible and unholy actions against those who were 
deemed to be outside of the faith.  Whether it was those who were persecuted, tortured and killed 
for holding beliefs that were deemed to be heretical by the early Christian Church or whether it 
was the justification for engaging in holy war against the godless infidels during the crusades, the 
metaphorical donning of God’s armor was seen to be the singular call necessary to maintain the 
purity of the faith at almost any cost.  For who could be counted as wrong or unfaithful if they 
had with them the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the helmet of salvation, the 
shield of faith or the sword of the Spirit?  Who could be found to be outside of the faith if, with 
God’s Armor, they literally went to battle against any who would stand or speak against the faith 
or were even perceived to be against the faith?  Because if it were not so, could the heretics be 
vanquished?  Could the faithless be imprisoned and executed?  Could those who spoke ill of the 
church or espoused ideas not in line with the church be banished, ostracized or made to recant 
through torture or other enhanced interrogation techniques?  
 
Now lest we from the comfort of our modern day vantage points dismiss such actions taken in 
the name of God as ancient history that while regrettable and at times barbaric are no longer part 
of our current sensibilities; let us pause for just a moment to reflect upon the current state of the 
Christian Faith that includes not only such extreme examples as the Westboro Baptist Church 
that spends all of its time and energy loudly protesting at the funerals of service men and women 
killed in the line of duty with signs and placards that spew such hateful venom proclaiming a 
God that delights in the suffering of those who were killed or injured serving this country and 
the suffering of innocent children who have been infected with HIV or other such diseases all 
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because this country has not followed their narrowly defined moral codes; but also includes 
those within this very denomination who view the Bible, for instance, as a weapon of war aimed 
against any who would disagree with their way of interpreting scripture.   
 
From ancient times to right here and now the donning of God’s armor has been seen as a call to 
engage in active warfare against any and all who are or are perceived to be out of step with the 
church or whose beliefs or manner of life have been deemed to be sinful or apostate.   And the 
unfortunate reality is that while popular and prevalent, this way of understanding and using this 
portion of this letter to the Ephesian and other faith communities in and around Asia Minor is, in 
my opinion, plain wrong. For far from being a “call to arms” against all of the unfaithful or even 
faithless people of this world, a call to actively engage in offensive combat against all known and 
unknown enemies of the church; this invitation to put on God’s armor is a call, in the words of 
this letter, “to stand firm in the faith” by fully relying upon the graciousness of God to be shield,  
protector and encourager of all who seek to live as part of God’s family in the Body of Christ.   
 
In earlier portions of this letter, we have seen that the writer of this letter has called those who 
were the first hearers of this letter and us right here and now to recall our baptisms as the writer 
invited us all to take off and destroy our old and no longer needed lives that included anything 
that kept us from turning toward God as witnessed to us in the life and ministry of Jesus the 
Christ and to then put on the new clothing of the family of God.  So like the ancient rites of 
baptism that included the stripping off of one’s old clothing before entering into and being 
immersed in the baptismal waters and then, upon emerging from the baptismal waters of donning 
an entirely new and perfectly clean set of clothing, the writer of this letter is encouraging all who 
would claim the title of Christ follower, Christian, to live out that rite in their very lives by 
discarding all that keeps us from God and instead putting on or accepting all that draws us into a 
more full and deeper relationship with God.   
 
That is why the author of this letter then writes that having done all these things to now stand 
firm in the faith because like the donning of a new set of clothes the presence of God in our lives 
becomes for us a set of protective armor that will enable us to persevere in our relationship with 
God even when it seems like the whole world is aligned against us.   In other words, to don the 
belt of truth, the helmet of salvation, the shoes of peace, the shield of faith, the breastplate of 
righteousness, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God is to take notice that we are 
surrounded by God’s graciousness and care in a way that is hardly imaginable so that we might 
live out our lives in response to that graciousness and care freed from the anxiety that attempts to 
draw us down and defeat us by claiming that we have nothing to live for and nothing to gain 
from being part of God’s family so that we can share what we know with others in the hopes that 
they too might find the security and comfort of knowing that God loves and cares for all. 
 
Friends,  we have been invited to put on God’s armor so that we might be freed to proclaim the 
good news of God’s love for all to all whom we meet secure in the knowledge that regardless of 
what might happen in our lives we have been named and claimed by the one who is our creator, 
redeemer and sustainer.  Far from being the weapons of war that they have so often been 
described as, this armor is not ours for the purpose of forcing other to believe as we believe or 
face the never ending fires of hell; rather this armor is offered to us for the singular purpose of 
helping us to stand firm in the faith so that so protected we might with all of the courage and 
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conviction we can muster move out into the world and proclaim the love of God, the grace of our 
savior and lord Jesus the Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit to all whom we meet. 
 
Amen. 
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