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             December 12, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. 
                                                       Third Sunday of Advent 
 
Prelude                                                                                  
News of the Church’s Life 
Lighting the Advent Candles                    “God is Near”                                                      Raney 
  

Chancel Choir 
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains. 
 

Responsive Litany 
   Leader:  During Advent our eyes are opened to the wonders of God. 
   People:  With God all things are possible. 
   Leader:  During Advent our faith is nurtured by the promise of God. 
   People:  With God all things are possible. 
   Leader:  During Advent our hope is reawakened to the presence of God. 
   People:  With God all things are possible. 
   Leader:  During Advent our lives are touched by the love of God. 
   People:  With God all things are possible. 
 

Candle Lighting 
   Leader: Today we light three candles.  The first candle reminds us that Advent is a time to hear again 

the message of hope offered through the Savior’s birth.  The second candle calls us to believe 
that just as God worked mighty deeds in ages past, God is still actively at work today.  The 
third candle is lit as we draw close to God in faithful acceptance.  Advent reminds us that even 
when God’s ways exceed our understanding, God’s word still demands our trust.  As we 
continue our Advent journey, let us hear what God has spoken, believe what God has 
promised, and accept what God has revealed. 

 
Chancel Choir 

Listen to the angels, hear the message they bring; telling the news of a coming king; 
Filling the world with hope and good cheer, Jesus, Emmanuel, God is near. 

 
Unison Prayer 

   Leader: Let us pray together. 
   All: Gracious Lord, as we continue on our Advent journey, help us to hear again the message 

of the season, to place our faith in your unfolding promises, and lead us towards full 
acceptance of your will as it unfolds in the world and in our lives.  We pray this in the 
name of Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
*Opening Hymn No.  2 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  

 
Litany for Advent 
   Leader: O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, pervading and permeating all 

creation, you order all things with strength and gentleness: Come now and teach us the way to 
salvation. 

   People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
   Leader: O Adonai, Ruler of the house of Israel, you appeared in the burning bush to Moses and gave 

him the law on Sinai: Come with outstretched arms to save us. 
   People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
   Leader: O Root of Jesse, rising as a sign for all the peoples, before you earthly rulers will keep silent, 

and nations give you honor: Come quickly to deliver us. 
   People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
   Leader: O Key of David, Scepter over the house of Israel, you open and no one can close, you close 

and no one can open: Come to set free the prisoners who live in darkness and the shadow of 
death. 

   People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
   Leader: O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, Sun of justice: Come, shine on those who live in 

darkness and in the shadow of death. 
   People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
   Leader: O Ruler of the nations, Monarch for whom the people long, you are the Cornerstone uniting all 

humanity: Come, save us all, whom you formed out of clay. 
   People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
   Leader: O Immanuel, our Sovereign and Lawgiver, desire of the nations and Savior of all: Come and 

save us, O Lord our God. 
   People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
   Leader: God of grace, ever faithful to your promises, the earth rejoices in hope of our Savior’s coming 

and looks forward with longing to his return at the end of time.  Prepare our hearts to receive 
him when he comes, for he is Lord forever and ever.  

   All: Amen. 
 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule.  We confess that we 
have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment.   
We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your justice and peace.  In your 
mercy, forgive us.  Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure when 
Christ comes to judge the world. 
 
 



Silent Confession 
Choral Response No. 572 “Kyrie” 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 
*Choral Response No. 579 “Gloria Patri” 
 
Anthem  “Do You Hear What I Hear” 
  The Children’s Choir 
Prayer for Understanding        
 
Scripture Reading Matthew 1:18-25 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God! 

 
*Hymn No.  24 “Away in the Manger” 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon  “What Color is Christmas?”  
 
Offering 

Invitation to the Offering 
Offertory “The Little Drummer Boy” 
  Luke Lockhart, Solo 
*Doxology 

 
Prayer of Dedication 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 
*Closing Hymn No. 29 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 
 
*Charge and Benediction 
*Congregational Response to the Benediction 
     Come and Worship 
     Come and Worship 
     Worship Christ the Coming King 
 
Postlude 
 
*Congregation stands, if able. 


